Listing of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A package (4) intended to be used to transport objects {2} which 
are sterile or to be sterilized, comprising: a box (3) intended to accommodate the objects (2); which ar e 
st e r ile or to b e st e ri li z e d and a covering sheet (4) made of a selectively leaktight material^,]] which is 
fastened onto the box {3} so as to seal the lattef box in a leaktight manner; packag e (1) wh i ch Gompris o s at 
least one layer {6t-&} of a material forming a screen which is capable of at least one of passing at l oast 
part i a l w i th rospoct to a decontamination gas , for oxampl o , with rospoct to hydrogon porox i do vapor, and/or 
and being able to absorb a the decontamination gas; , for e xampl e , hydrog e n p e roxid e vapor, th i s the layer 
(§rS) having a shape and dimensions such that it the layer can be placed in the box {3} along the covering 
sheet (4) and that it lios, i n this pos i t i on, above the objects (2) contained in the package (4), one of said 
layer or l ayors (6, 8), or and the objects (2) being mobile between a diffusion position , al l ow i ng wherein 
unrestricted diffusion of the a sterilization gas over, botwoon and poss i b l y w i th i n tho objects (2) in the 
package is allowed , and a nondiffusion position wherein diffusion of at least a portion , e nab li ng r e str i ct e d, 
or e v e n pr e v e nt e d d i ffus i on of the decontamination gas , for exampl e , tho hydrog e n peroxid e vapor ov o r, is 
prevented from entering the package: botwo o n and possib l y w i th i n thoso same objocts (2). and in that it 
furth e r compr i s e s the package further comprising a plate or a gr i d (20) provided with projections (24), the 
plate being shaped in order, in said diffusion position, to allow unrestricted diffusion of the sterilization gas 
in the package ov e r, b e twe e n and poss i b l y w i thin th e obj e cts (2) , and, in said nondiffusion position, to 
restr i ct or prevent at least a portion diffus i on of the decontamination gas , for exampl e of tho hydrog e n 
p e roxid e vapor ov e r, from diffusing in the package b e tw e en and poss i b l y with i n th o s o same objocts (2) . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 1, charactor i zod in that 
wherein said layer or at le ast on e of said l ayers is attached to the covering sheet, especia l ly by adhes i ve 
bonding or we l d i ng, and i n that th i s and the layer or th e se l ay e rs arc is dimensioned so as to define, on the 
covering sheet, a peripheral region for fastening this the covering sheet to the box. 

3. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 1, charactor i zod i n that 
wherein said layer (M) or at least one of sa i d l ayers (6, 8) ar o is arranged on the objects (2} placed inside 
the box (3), prior to sealing the covering sheet (4) , or on supports provided to th i s ond, or on a part for 
positioning obj e cts (2), plac e d i n th i s box (3) . 

4. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 1, wh i ch compr i s e s at l o ast 
wherein said layer of material comprises a pair of layers of material and wherein one of said layers is 
attached to the covering sheet and at l east ono the other of said layers is arranged inside the box. 

5. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in ono of claims 1 te-4, wherein said 
layer of material comprises a plurality of which compr i ses s o v o r al layers of material in order to form said 
screen. 

6. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 5, char a ct o riz o d in that 
wherein the layers of material forming said screen are identical from one layer to the other. 



7. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 5, charactoriz o d in that 
wherein the layers of material forming said screen are different from one layer to the other. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in one of claims 1 to claim 7, 
charactorizod in that wherein the l ayer or layers ablo to form sa i d scroon are shaped i n ordor to 
define, when they the layers are in place in the box (3), ono or moro l at e ra l or at least one of a lateral 
opening, a peripheral op e n i ngs opening, and an interstice or intorst i cos between theif the edges of the 
layers and the walls of this the box (3). 

9. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 8, charactor i z o d i n that 
wherein said l ay e r or layers (§7-8} have smaller dimensions than those of the box {3}, such that said layers 
they define on e or mor e i nt e rst i c e s at least one interstice between theif edges of said layers and the walls 
of this the box {3}. 

10. (Currently Amended)The package as claimed in claim 8 or c l aim 9, charact o r i z o d i n 
that wherein said l ayer or layers comprise, at their edges, one of notches and/or and cutouts i n th e form of 
pe§sj such that the notches and cutouts form th e y mak e openings between theif edges of said layers and 
the walls of the box (3). 

11. (Currently Amended) The package as claimed in claim 1, wherein any on e of th e 
pr e c e d i ng cla i ms, charactorizod i n that i t i s shap e d such that said one of the layer or l ayers (6, 8) and/or 
and the objects (2) go from the diffusion position to the nondiffusion position by gravity depending on 
whether the package (4) is placed in a first position corresponding to the diffusion position, or whether it the 
package is placed in a second position, reversed with respect to said first position, corresponding to the 
nondiffusion position. 



32198-1 



5 



12. (Currently Amended) The package (4) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the covering 
sheet is formed of high-density polyethylene . 

Claim 13-17 (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A process of fabricating the package (4) of claim 1 as cla i med i n 
on e of cla i ms 1 to 17, wh i ch compr i s e s th e st e ps consisting in: comprising the steps of: us i ng at le ast on e 
mat e r i al c a pabl e of forming a screen from at least one material which is capable of at least one of passing 
at l e a st part i a l w i th rospoct to a decontamination gas, for example w i th respoct to hydrogon p o rox i d o v a por, 
and/or capab le of absorb i ng and being able to absorb a decontamination gas; , for example hydrogon 
porox i do vapor, making at le ast on e a layer (M) of this the material , wh il e choosing th o having a shape 
and the dimensions of l ayor (6, 8) such that the lattef layer can be placed in the box (3) along the covering 
sheet (4) and that th e lay e r, li os a l ong tho cover i ng shoet i t lios, i n this position, above the objects (2) 
contained in the package; (l^ making a ptate or a gr i d (20) provided with projections (24) shaped in order, 
in a diffusion position, to allow unrestricted diffusion of the sterilization gas in the package over, botwoon 
and poss i bly w i thin th o obj e cts (2), and, in a nondiffusion position, to r e str i ct or prevent at least a portion 
d i ffus i on of the decontamination gas , for e xamp le of th e hydrog e n perox i de vapor ov o r, from diffusing in the 
package b e tw ee n and possib l y with i n th e s e same objects (2) . 

19. (Currently Amended) The process as claimed in claim 18, further comprising wWoh 
compr i s e s the steps cons i st i ng i n of: dimensioning said layer or at l east ono of sa i d l ayers such that, when 
Us the layer is attached to the covering sheet (4}r-it the layer defines on this covering sheet (4) a 
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peripheral region for fastening this the covering sheet (4) to the box (3); and attaching said layer or a t lo ast 
on e of sa i d l ay e rs to the covering sheet (4), espec i al l y by adhosivo bond i ng or wolding . 

20. (Currently Amended) The process as claimed in claim 18 or c l a i m 19, which compr i ses 
further comprising the step of cons i sting i n arranging said layer or at loast one of said layers (6, 8) on the 
objects {2} placed inside the box {3}, prior to sealing the covering sheet (4). 

21. (Currently Amended) The process as claimed in claim 18, wherein the layer comprises 
a plurality of layers, said process further comprising on o of c l a i ms 18 to 19, which compr i ses the steps 
cons i st i ng i n of: dimensioning at least one of said layers such that, when this the at least one layer is 
attached to the covering sheet (4)rit the at east one layer defines on this the covering sheet (4) a peripheral 
region for fastening this the covering sheet (4} to the box {3}; attaching this the at least one layer or those 
layors or at l oast ono of said l ayers to the covering sheet (4), e spec i a ll y by adhos i v o bonding or wo l d i ng; 
and arranging at least one other layer of said plurality of layers on the objects (2) placed inside the box {3}, 
prior to sealing the covering sheet (4), or on supports provided to this ond, or on a part for posit i on i ng tho 
obj e cts (2), plac e d i n th i s box (3) . 

22. (Currently Amended) A sterilizing and decontamination process using the package (4) 
as claimed in claim 1, which comprises the steps consisting in of: placing the package (4) in the diffusion 
position during the sterilization process; and placing the package (4) in the nondiffusion position during the 
decontamination process. 

23. (Currently Amended) The A sterilization and decontamination process using the 
package {4} as claimed in claim 1 1 , wh i ch compr i s e s the stops consisting i n comprising the steps of : 
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placing the package (4) in a first position during the sterilization process, in which said layer or l ayers (6, 8) 
and the objects {2} are in the diffusion position, such that this said layer or th e se l ayers (6, 8) restricts enJy 
mod e rat e ly, or e v e n not at al l , the diffusion of the sterilization gas in the package ovor, botwoon and 
possib l y w i th i n tho objects (2) ; and placing the package (4) in a second position during the decontamination 
process, in which said layer or l ayers (6, 8) and the objects (3} are in the nondiffusion position, such that 
this said layer restricts or these l ay e rs (6, 8) r e strict, or e v e n pr e v e nt, the diffusion of the decontamination 
gas in the package . 

Claims 24-25 (Canceled) 
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